FRENCH  POLITICAL THOUGHT
Renouvier's ideal would seem to be pure philosophical
anarchy, but he is too much of a realist to accept such a purely
Utopian solution. He does not forget that solidarity is as
fundamental as freedom, that moral freedom must involve the
possibility of doing wrong and thereby of injuring others. "A
perfect society would doubtless be one of entire freedom, in
which everyone would grant to everyone else just as many
rights as he claimed for himself, in which no one would ques-
tion anybody's good faith and good will, so that each would be .
in inner harmony with himself and in outward harmony with
his neighbour." But we know well enough that this truly
rational state of things, in which economic and political
problems would be non-existent, does not exist in fact; in-
stead of this ideal " state of peace" we have a " state of
war," in which men quarrel about their respective rights, are
jealous and suspicious, and the law of solidarity, which was
meant for our happiness, now comes to make our condition
worse.1
Any practical philosophy must accept this fact of the state of
war, which creates not only problems to be solved but actually
new rights and duties : self-defence for instance is meaningless
in a rightly organized world; it is essential in our disordered
universe; we can no longer be truly righteous, because this
would be possible only in a perfectly righteous society. We
have to adapt ourselves to that state of war if we are to live at
all, much as we may regret it.
It would, however, be a mistake to imagine that Renouvier,
having with many others put freedom as an ideal, follows them
in calling it an impracticable ideal and promptly restores an
external authority to which all must bow. The worse men are,
the less can they be trusted with uncontrolled power; some
authority there may have to be, but to be watched, checked,
never allowed to forget it is never an end in itself but only the
means to the freedom of all. The end of the State is not so
much the maintenance of order as the rectifying of injustice.
The State is fulfilling its proper function just in so far as it
restores justice where men had violated it, restores natural
1 Science de I a Morale, i., pp. 388-389.
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